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Critical Discourse Analysis: A Study of the Political
Discourse on Brexit

Abstract

This study aims at conducting a discourse analysis of the political
discourse on Brexit. It employs Critical Discourse Analysis and the
Argumentative theory to analyze the data on the issue of Brexit.
This study is divided into six chapters; chapter one provides the
study's background, significance, objectives, research questions, as
well as the limitations of the study.

Chapter two establishes the research context and research design of
the study. It discusses the validity and reliability, the data of the
study and the criteria for conducting a discourse analysis study.
Chapter three of the study delves into the theoretical background of
the study, it covers various aspects such as language and
perception, discourse analysis, some terminology and notions, the
origin of discourse studies, the nature of the results of discourse
studies, politics and discourse, and the nature and definitions of
political discourse analysis. Furthermore, the chapter tackles the
boundaries of political discourse analysis, political discourse and
identity, and political discourse and media. It also discusses
Critical Discourse Analysis theory, its historical background and
basic assumptions and its main focus as well as a criticism of CDA.
Additionally, the chapter talks about the Argumentative theory and
embraces an elaborate literature review.

Chapter four of the study is a data analysis chapter and it sets the
context of the study. It examines the linguistic characteristics of
three British prime ministers. The three premiers were in office
during the Brexit referendum and the implementation of the Brexit
deal, namely David Cameron, Theresa May and Boris Johnson.
This chapter analyzes the linguistic features of the discourse of
those three prime ministers and links them to Brexit as their
speeches and interviews are an integral part of the discourse on
Brexit.



Chapter five is also a discourse analysis chapter and it provides a
comparison between the Remainers and Brexiteers' discourse.
Chapter five provides an analysis of the discourse on figures and
experts' opinions covering a range of topics and how figures and
facts were dealt with by politicians on both sides of the debate. It
also provides an analysis of discourse on identity covering several
topics like sovereignty, national identity, political identity and
gender. This chapter also provides an analysis of language
manipulation in Brexit discourse covering a host of topics such as
figurative language, political narratives, hyperbole and cherry
picking.

Chapter six is the discussion and conclusion chapter, it sheds light
on the conclusions and findings of this study. This chapter
discusses the characteristics of the Brexiteers' rhetoric. It further
offers recommendations to people working in the media, public
speakers, and the public. It also provides concluding remarks and
comments talking about issues like powerful speakers, lessons
learned, Brexit and identity, Brexit and the impact on the English
language, and the connection between language perception and
national identity.



